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Statement of the CouHt.:.THE DAILY CLARION instincts, although transplanted to other
soils; and those

into the Mammoth Cve, or into seme otn- -

mtilitrniMin CAVltV. Or lOSO UCSPEECH
Of

MK. WITSO, of Jinn-hal- l,

ON THE

KLEf TI V E FRANCII I SE,

tlir,ml im th Constitutional Convention, on
the 21 st (fry of February, 1868.

aud these are such as are incident to mcou-geni- al

climates, and a condition involving
and hardships which acall the exuosures
of lower caste.c jmpany a people befoie us, it seems,With the lights

therefore, quiterationsi to conclude t hat we

not look forward to cent lines to develop
thTfactthat tho white race i more favm

African race in itsof theable to
midst thanPit has been to tho perpetuUv of

and that, as liasthe Indian on its borders,
been the case iu all other countries ou this
continent, where the blacks were once nu-

merous, the colore l population m .America,
wherever, either free or slave, it must in
number and condition be greatly subordin-
ate to the white race, is .loomed to compara-
tively rapid absorption or extinction."

Mr. President, I feel greatly obliged for

the kindness of the Convention in suspend-

ing its rules, thatI might be heard on the
ouestion now to be decided lor

f 1

favorable circumstances, the experience of
the world has been that two distinct races,
differing essentially from each other in their
predominant characteristics, cannot usually
dwell together as brethren. Feuds, aliena-
tions and jealousies have ever been observed
to giow up between them. The late Presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln, should certainly be
high authority a ith a large majority of the
members of this body, and in his debates
With the Hon. Stephen A. Douglas, during
the celebrated campaign of 1n"8, he on se-

veral occasions said:
" I have no purpose to introduce political

and social equality between me white aud
black races. There is a physical difference
betwe the two, which in my judgment,
will p'bably forever forbid their living ei

on the footing of perfect equality:
and inasmuch as it becomes a necessity that
there must be a difference, I, as well as
Judge Douglas, am in favor of the race to
which I belong having the superior position."

In speaking of slave he also said:
' Free them, aud n ike them politically

and socially our equals ? My own feelings
will not admit of this, uid if mine would, we
well know that those of the great mass of
white people would not. Whether this feel-

ing accords with justice aud sound judg-
ment is not the sole question, if, indeed, it
is any part of if. A universsrl feeling
whether well or caunot be safe-
ly disregarded."

No government, I submit, can be perma-
nent which is so organized as not to give
full protection to property. Where this
not done energy is repressed, industry na --

al Bed, commerce stagnant, and all the gres .

interests of society retrograde. Property, t
is true, is not entitled to greater protection
than personal rights, but it has been found
more difficult to give secur'.y to the former,
than to the latter- Without adequate pro-
tection to property, society cannot advance
in wealth, or improve physically, intellectu-
ally or morally. With full protection for
property, industry, 'enterprise, commerce, ed-

ucation, ami all of the arts and sciences
thrive. Now almost the entire property of
the South is in the hands of the whit !,
whilst they are in the minority . With uiii-verss- il

suffrage, the government will at. once
pass Into the hands of those who do not rep
resent the material interests of the State,
and who have therefore no community of
interest with those who do. It is a delicate
and perilous I hing for one class to undertake
the government of another, which has im-

portant psnaliar interests. Those who have
material property interests to protect, re-

quire the protection of their personal rights
in common with those who are without pro-
perty: and in fully protecting themselves,
they must lores idy protect others; but
those who have only their personal rights to
protect may secure this end fully, whilst
they not only fail to protect the material in-

terests of others, but. really anil designedly
uisike war upou them. Let the taxing pow-
er reside in the hands of those who will not
have any psirt, of the taxes imposed to pay.
and what Becnrity will the tax-paye- rs enjoy 1

A Legislature elected by the colored popu-
lation of this State, might impose the heavi-
est burdens upou property and capital, and
their constituents would not only be thereby
unharmed, but directly and greatly ben jit-te-d

By a tax on property which the col-
ored population would not feel, a mcst ex-

pensive system of common schools, or even
collegiate education, enuring almost exclu-
sively to the benefit of the colored race,
might be established : or, with a view to
create a demand for labor aud secure it high
Wages, might not a Legislature elected by
the colored population of the State, set on
foot a general system of internal improve-
ments at si most run iuus cost to the property
holders ? Would not a Legislature, too, rep-
resenting only nou property holders, be
strongly tempted to extravagance in fixing
their own compensation, and the salaries to
be received by the officers of their body, and
to co'isult generally the interests of the'
friends and partizans ? These dangers can
only be guarded against by hairing property
aud csipital represented, as well as persons
Ordinarily this is tho case, but the recent
emancipation of our slave population,
which greatly exceeds in number the whites,
introduces an anomalous condition of things,
which should now be regarded in regulating
the elective franchise, if we would give st;i-bilit- y

to the government, and protection and
security to property and capital, as well su
to personal rights.
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natural instincts being a
love of idleness and Kagedom, he will as-

suredly relapse into an idle and savage state
unless specially governed and forced to in-

dustry."
What have been Hayti and the British

West Indies in the hands of emanicpated
negroes for the last half centnry or more,
but theatres of continued strife and bit i r
warfare, and a rapid deterioration in popu-
lation, productions, wealth and civilization ?

Lord Brougham, who, from his philanthropy,and ths interest he has ever taken in the I

subject of emancipation, must bo regarded
as an impartial witness, says of the negro in j

the West Indies : "Improvident and care-
less of the future, they are not actuated by
that principle which inclines more civilized
men to equalize their exertions at all times
and to work after the necessaries of the
day havo been procured, in order to makenp
for the possible deficiencies of the morrow ;

nor has their intercourse w ith the whites '

taught them to consider any gratification
worth obtaining which cannot be procured
by slight exertion of desultory aud ca-

pricious industry."
Mr. Clay, who was the opponent of sla,-- e

ry, and the warm friend of the American
Colonization Society, in his celebrated colo-
nization

!

speech of 1830, said that "the
emancipation of all the slaves in the Unitei.
States, without their removal, would be un-

wise, and that he believed that the aggre-
gate of evils which would be engendered in
society upon the supposition of genera"
emancipation aud of the liberated slaves
remaining principally among us, would be
greater than all the evils ofslavery, great
as they unquestionably are." j

According to the Census of lr'GO. the satire j

colored population in what were then the
free States of the Union was about one-fourt- h

of a million, and taken as a class.
they certainly were considered the most
Worthless and indolent of the inhabitants
of the United States. Many years ago i

number of free negroes emigrated from the
lave States to the State of Ohio, and moro

recently to the Stsites of Illinois siud Indiana- - j

Their presence seemed then to be desired in
the great and growing North-wes- t. But
the hospitality with which they were si first
received, was soon exhausted, aud then by
a system of rigorous and met laws, an effort
was made to expel t 10111. Experience
taught these free States that a free colored
population Was a nuisance, and, therefore,
they determined to abolish it : but still with
this practical knowledge on the subject,
these very States now insist that tho white
voters of the South shall be disfranchised
by wholesale, and the government of the
Southern States placed in the hands of th-- j

negroes. Give to tho colored population of
Mississippi the power to govern the State,
and they certsrnly will exercise it. We
hsive already seon them organize as a race
in opposition to the ascendancy of the whites
Tbey have now in the field candidates for
Governor, Lieut. Governor, and all State
officers, and for Congress iu several of the
Districts, aud wo know that they will vote
only for men of their own selection to fill all
ollices. whether executive, legislative, or
judicial. Aud then these newly made citi-
zens are to be introduced at once into the
jury box without the capacity, in the large
majority of csises, to comprehend thejuror's
oath, the evidence introduced by the par
ties, tho arguments of counsel, or the charge
of tho court, anil unable to make the most ele-

mentary arithmetical calculation, or to re-

duce to writing the simplest verdict. Will
not this, sir, be a burlesque upon tho great
right of "trial by jury," and a mockery of
the administration of justice?

The independent, honest and intelligent
administration of tho Judicial Department
of the Government is the keystone of t
arch of civil liberty. With this, almost a'v
form ofgovernment is tolerable: without i;,
there csm be no adequate protection for civil
rights and the great interests of society.
Were tho proposition made to abolish tho
trial by jury, tho voice of strong and indig-
nant remonstrance would. 1 dare say, be
heard proceeding from all parts of this ball.
Now, it is my deliberate judgment, that its
total abolition would bo far preferable to
that state of things which will exist when
eligibility to tho jury box is as universal SS
this body proposes to make it.

I cherish no unkindness towards our col-
ored population. Emancipation occurred
under circumstances well Calculated to pre-
vent antagonism from springing up between
the two races. No intelligent person holds
the negroes responsible for the existing con-
dition of tho country. Their conduct dur-
ing tho war entitles them to our most favor-
able consideration. They were true and
faithful to the last degree, aud deserve not
ouly justice, but kindness at our hands. It
is our duty to give them protection and se-

curity for all their lights of person and
property. To this end, we should give them
every guarantee in our power. It is to the
interests of tho State that they be intelli-
gent therefore let proper educational ft,
eilities be afforded them. It is eonallvtha
interest of all that they bo industi ioivs, hon-
est, and useful citizens; therefore, let us
encourage thorn to ber ome such bv dealing
fairly and justly with them; but no possi-
ble good can result to the State, or any one,
by their premature advancement to positionswhich they are not qualified to fi'l. and
which will bring thoui into contrast and
conflict with a race far more intelligent, and
of a higher order of civilization.

Iu what sign or country did the AftlOan
race ever develop a capacity for civiliza-
tion, self government or progress? Indi-
vidual cases, it is admitted, may be found
which are exceptions to the general rulo; but
In Hayti, the British West Indies, Sierra
Leone, their capacity has been fairly tested
and found wanting. Had these expori- -
meuts been made by the Caucasian race, in
place of the negro, it is certain that those
fertile regions wonld have been better gov-
erned, and would now be in a very differ-
ent condition as to population, intelligenceand wealth.

The sentiment of that part of tho civilized
world, bevond the influence of slavery, has
long been against that peculiar institution;but this sentiment nowhere requires that
the recently emancipated slave should be, s' L
mitted to a footing of social or political

uality with tho whites. Between the two
races, there may be, for awhile, a strug' e
for the ascendency, most unequal, it is true,and perhaps, most deplorable in its results.
urongnt about, complicated. and intensified.
by unscrupulous whites, Btrivins to nromo -

theirown selfish ends by making tools of the
blacks. It is very certain that, before the
lapse of many years. the white element in a'l
the Southern States, will greatlv preponder
ate, and this fact makes it the more impor-tant for the blacks to avoid evervthins ial- -

i . , , ocuiaicu w prouuee ill feeling and bitterness
between the two races Should bostilitv
grow np between thom.it is not a matter
of doubt as to which will bo the greatersufferer. '1 he white race which, in the ag-
gregate, overwhelmingly out numbers the
blacks, will not be divided on the question,whether or not another and inferior race is to
be foisted into the place rightfully. . belonging 1

X 1. 1 ma "10 inemseives. rno ortuern tate3 have
for years advocated emancipation, aud the
colored man has regarded this anti-slaver- y

movement as a proof of his own importance :

but oa this subject ho is destined, I predictin the course of a short time, to be unde-
ceived. "The Impending Crisis." written
by Hinton Rowan Helper, and endorsed byall the leading Abolitionists of the North,did a great deal towards tho accomplish-
ment of emancipation, and doubtless the
slaves regarded Helper as their advocate
and the friend of their race. He has resent-ly- ,

however, published another work in
which he proclaims that Tho Crisis" was
written in behalf, not of the negro, but of
his own race. ' Slavery,' '

ri'Jjtl"T " " :.T "". "o
wished it abolished. The oneninr ncntun '

ot this last book is : "Were I to state hero,
frankly and categorically, that the primary j

object of this woik is to write the negro out
01 America. uu me secouuary ouject is to ,

write him, (and manifold millions of other
black and caitiffs, little better
thau himseif.) ont of existence, God's sim-
ple truth would be told.'" He says: "Penn-
sylvania is greater than South Carolina, be-
cause the latter is cursed with a tenantry of
hell - hatched and helNdoomed Ethiopians;
and that "Kentucky can only be as great in
as Ohio, when nature shall have shown all
the Kentucky Qnashes aud Dinahs, the way is

whirlpool of the Mississippi ;" snd he urgea
that we "open at once, for tne speeajuu.
pell-me- ll exit of all the fnegroes, Indisns.
and ed hybrids, every back-doo- r in
cur land." On page he urged that to
love the negro, is to gratify the devil, but
to "hate them with perfect hatred, as tbey
deserve to be hated, aud as we are required
and expected to hate them," is to "render
highly acceptable and pleasing service to
thTeitv." "'No antipathy to color, say
they, 'no hatred, nor exclusion of the ne-

groes because of their blackness.' Indeed !

Ah ! Umph ! So ! Then let us at once do

away with all our antipathv to snakes I Let
us cease to hate friends ! " He describes the
negro as coming to this country from
Africa, "like a brute; he was a brute
then; and had always been a brnte; he
is a brute now , and there is
no more reason for believing that he
will ever cease to be a brute, than there is
for supposing the hound will ever cease to
be dog, only that the black biped, the
baser "of the two. will Boon be extermin-
ated " He says, in spaking of the negroes in
relation to the late war. that "the blunder-bnsse- s

should have been kept firiug away at
the blacks, until there had not been left, in
any State of the Union, one vital drop of ue-or- o

blood." He has a whole chapter on "the
arts of annihilating eflete races," and S3ys
in the outset that he writes in hopeofpro- -

due ing among the whites the will to get rid
of the blacks, and that he will expect others
to point out the tray. But he urges with af--

fected reverence, that the Almighty li2
miuted out a very good way of doing it, in

what he ordained to be done with the inhab- -

itauts of Canaau. And then he quotes from
tho Bible twenty extracts, which he calls
lessons, to show that God did ordain the
a hsolute destruction of tho Canaanite, and
asks "what possible exception couia be
taken to our conduct," if we should, as pious
men, imitate God's own example ? He pro-
tests, however, that ho isnot recommending
the actual doing of this work by "positive
violence." All that ho contends for is that
wo pursue towards them "the same enlight
enea and Heaven-approve- d policy," as was
practiced towardsthe Indians. The negroes.
' like the Indians, being among the most
mean and accursed representatives" of those
races which are "evidently fore-doome- d to

. Struct ion," ho would have them "removed
to some far distant territory or country, and
there let them alone, severely leaving them
to the unerring care of Qod and Nature
This done, and the desired result w ould soon
tollow." So he closes the chapter upon
"Arts of Annihilation," with the declaration
that "the black aud baneful uegro has out
lived already his usefulness, if, indeed, ho
ever was useful at all," and that tho "subsoil
is now urgently claiming as overdue to
itself " the negro's bones.

This execrable book, only has its parallel
in a recent production "signed "Ariel." which
attempts, by grave argument, to prove the
negro si soulless boast. The cruel and hitter
hatred of Helper and Ariel for the black
race. I am confident, is not shared in the
least degree by the people of the South gen-
erally. The prevalent feeling of our popula-
tion towards their former slaves is that of
kindness and good will. It is not of eman-
cipation that we complain, but the uuwise
and wicked attempt that is now being made
to take the elective franchise out of tho
hands of the white man, who alone is capa-
ble of using it for tho general good, and
placing it in the hands of the negros, who
has no conception of its duties and responsi-
bilities, and w ho cannot, therefore, be safely
entrusted with it.

It is very certain that the people of Mis-
sissippi do not wish to deny tho colored
people any right or privilege allowed them
by the Northern States; there, as a general
rule, they are excluded from the polls and
from the jury box, and from all participation
iu politics, and it cannot be that an enlight-
ened and magnanimous people will perma-
nently inllict upon us a policy which, for
themselves, thoy reject, aud .which, so re-

cently as iu tho elections last fsill, they con-
demned by overwhelming majorities.It is of great importance that harmonyand good feeling be preserved between two
races inhabiting the same territory, aud to
sonio extent dependent upon each other.
and whoso interests, therefore, are insepara-- ;

bio. Tho whites, I repeat, will find their
own interests advanced in the procress of
tho colored population of the State, in edu-
cation, morals, industry, aud wealth. It
will be best for both races that only compe-
tent, faithful, and good men be elected to
office, that right and justice be invariably
maintained, aud that the peace, prosperity,and happiness of all classes bo permanentlyestablished.

But , sir. if feuds and antagonisms grow up,none need fool at a loss as to the sequel, or
as to whether the ascendancy will finallyremain with the Caucasian or African. Iu
what were the slave States, there are now
not loss than eight millions of whites, to
inn exceeunig iour 01 Africans; aim it we
look to the whole United States the dispro-
portion is yet greater, there being about
thirty millions of tho former to about four
millions of the latter. And theu, tho uatu
ral increase of the whites is much greaterthan that of the blacks. Since emancipa-tion there is every reason to believe that
the deaths among the blacks have largelyexceeded tho births, whilst among the
whites the reverse is true. In soil, climate,and productions, tho Southern States are un
surpassed. Hitherto, the existence of slave
rv has be n a barrier to emigration to the
South ; this barrier has now been removed,and the tide of emigration into the South
from the Northern States and from the Old
World will assuredly sot in at no distant day.All accessions from those sources, will, of
course, bo white, since there is no countryunder tho sun from which a colored emi-
gration can be expected. Many intelligentpersons now confidently predict, that the
melancholy fate of the Indian, but foreshad-
ows that of the African race on this conti-ne- n

t

Tho colored population of the NorthernStates have long enjoyed as free persons
equal protection with the whites, but its
increase in numbers and progress in mental,moral and material advancement has cer
tsunly fallen greatly below that of the Cau-caata-

On this subject, the United Statescensus of 1860. has developed facts of a most
significant, and, to the blacks, admonitorycharacter. Fr.im that, as nnbliRhod
that: " In the interval from 1 850 to i860 thetotal free colored nonulation of t.h iT';t,i
States increased from 434,449 to 487.980 orat the rate of 12.33 per Cent, in ten reura
euuvmii; au annual increase of above one
per cent This result includes the numberof slaves liberated, and those who have es-
caped from their owners, together with thenatural increase. In the same decade, theslave population, omitting those of the In-
dian tribes west of Arkansas, increased 23:39
per cent, and the white population 37:97 percent, which rates exceed lhat of the free col-
ored, which is particularly evident in t.h
large cities Thus, in Boston, durinir the fiv
years ending with 8,r9. the citv
observes : " the number of colored birthswas one less than the number of marriage-- ,

and the deaths exceeded the births in the
pioportion of nearly two to one." In Pro-
vidence, where a very correct registry hasbeen in operation under the superinten-tendenc- e

of Dr. Snow, the deaths are one in
twenty four cf the colored: aud in Philadel-
phia during the lasf six months of the census
year, the new city registration gives 148births against 306 deaths among the free-colore- d.

Taking town and country togeth-er, however, the results are more favorableIn the State registration of Rhode Islandanu Connecticut, whore the distinctioni&L the yearly deaths ot
tuo uiacKs anu muiattoes have enerallvthnmrii ,,,.1- - , i..,.,i.- - , , P V '

births a high rate of mortality chieflv J.
cribed to consumption, aud other diseases ofthe respiratorv svstem "

Xneso develonmenf of
goou uegree explain tne slow progress of thefree colored population in the Northern
btates, and indicate with unerring certaintythe gradual extinction of that people, themore rapidly as, whether free or slave, theybecome diffused among the dominant raceThere are, however, other causes, althoughthemselves not sufficient to account forthe great excess of deaths over births, whichfound to occur in some Northern cities
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Sir. WalvtnV Sfee-li- .

A great deal of our reading space is

occupied to-da- y with the masterly
argument of Hon. J. W. C. Watson,
on the "Elective Franchise," as pro-

posed to he regulated bv the military
Convention. It will richly repay pe-

rusal.

Rumors have been rife of bloody-wor-
k

in Tennessee. What else can
be expected but strife in any State
hitherto free, in which one hundred
thousand of her white citizens, era-bracin- g

their most intelligent and vir-

tuous, and capable, arc permitted
neither to vote nor to hold office, while
the polls and public offices are open
to every negro not u f Ion, however
debase!, and Incapable ? Do the mean
and corrupt white men, who for 'their
own base uses, keep up sucli a sys-
tem by the ahl of the federal bayonets,
suppose that the people will not be
restive under the yoke, and that a day
of retribution will not inevitably
come ?

The Chicago Times, a leading Dem-

ocratic paper of the West, takes the
proceedings against Mr. Johnson very
cooly. Referring to the excitement
displayed by some of its Southern

it says :

"The impeachment of their own
"Presidential selection by the unhung
"rascallions at Washington isnot aoing
"to disturb the equilibrium of the
"spheres. Instead of getting ex tted
"over this little entente in the radica
"camp the north will take up the mat
"terin November. We are all keep
"ing cool up here; ami we advise our
"southern friends to cultivate the same
"thermometrical condition. Why
"should democrats i nn around howl-"in- g

Help ! Murder! because drun-"ke- n

radicalism is trying to cut its
"own throat."

If the history of other revolutions
born of the corruption and degeneracy
of the times in which they oecur,ati'ord
any criterion, Mr. Johnson is not the
only one of its offspring which the
present Radical revolution will de-
vour.

The recommitment of the bill drag
ging Alabama into the Union upon the
overthrow of her legitimate go n-m-

and under the bogus Constitu-
tion framed by negroes and aliens, on
the ground alleged by Mr. Steven-- ,
that it was rejected by a majority of
the registeredjvoters is significant that
the Radical leaders are not entirely
without a wholesoim dread ol the pop
ular verdict of these States where the
people are yet free tD acl. It should
encourage our people of Mississippi,
not to despair of defeating the odious
scheme of government which is fought
to be fastened upon them by the same
classes. In reference to the Alabama
scheme, Mr. Stevens said :

"After a full examination of the re-

turns, I am not satisfied to force a vote
on this bill, and admit the State
against our own law, while there is a
difference of twenty odd thousand
against it. It would not be doing
such justice in legislation as would be
expected bv the people. lhat being
the case, I move that the bill be re
committed."

Stevens' proposition is to modify
the Alaoama Constitution so as to con-

fer the right to vote on every citizen
over twenty-on- e of age.

The Latest News.

Washington. March I!. The bill resaov-lu-g

Butler's i. Representative from Tennessee
dlssMlitieewaii discussed. Daring the discus-
sion, it transpired that the Senate Judiciary
committee are considering the bill relieving
persona who have been loyal rince 862; also
that Senators don't consider the Fourteen Hi
Article part of the Constitution. The Matter
was postponed.

The tax bill was resumed, and the bill re-

stored to its original shape, after a struggle to
retain the tax on refined sugar and it products
and turpentine. It was stated during debate
that turpentine yielded nearly half 5 mill'on
revenue.

Hocse. Dawes InUudueed a bill construct
a railroad and telegraph from Mobile to New
Orleans. ReJcned t Qossssttssa ,,n Post Boaae

The Freedmen' s Bureau extension was re-
sumed.

Mavnard said that lie h id r i ved threaten-
ing intimations from the K. K. K., of Ten-
nessee.

It was denied during debate, positively and
indignantly, that Gen. Howard was an ssaa-ramationi.-

Gen Howard's wealth was denied.
Wood said he could prove sonsa of these thin
on Howard. The motion to table the Mil n
defeated, by 31 to 100. Bill passed by 96 to J7

strict party vote. Bill continues bureau one
year from May next.

Alabama's admission was not up to-da- y.

There is a serious hitch in the matter. Poland
proposes a new election within sixty days. It
seems to be conceded that AlalamawiU not 1

admitted without another election.
Impeachment Manag-- were engaged to day

with persons who heard the President's cievc-lan- d

speech.
The President has daily consultation with

his counsel.
Gen. Jeff. C. Davis commands Ala-k- a.

Appropriation torthe State Department has
decreased one-hal- f.

Hoa. David Wilmot. Judge of the Court ot
Claims, is dead.

The Herald attributes the Radical change
regarding Alabama's admission, to their fear
that she would vote the Democratic ticket
in the next Presidential election.

Stevens will oppose the new Alabama bill,
though his vitality depends so much on stimu-
lants that the Democrats have but little reliance
on his defection.

Kiw YORK. March 1ft Mrs. Dean pays the
costs in the suit against Beach, for libel.

Che Erie railroad reduce I fare to Buffalo,
to five dollars, and will start boats to Albanyat fifty cents, to carry on war with the Central
road.

The Convention had adopted section of
the Bill of Rights, providing that ueituer
educational nor pioperty ijualihcation shall
ever be required of an elector, etc. A no-
tion was then made to reconsider, and on
this motion, Mr .Watson obtained the lloor.
Having spoken until his time expired und r
the rule, he was called to order, but the rule
was suspended by the Convention, and be
waa allowed to proceed :

Mi:. Pi'.KiiKM : Days and weeks of the
time of this body have been wasted in the
const deration of really trifling matters, and
now, when we have before us a subject of
the gravest possible importance, our pro
ceediugs, it seems, are to be characterized by
most reprehensible hantft We are hen-- ,

charged with the duty of filming a Consti-
tution and civil governim-nt-

. for tho State,
and whether this government shall rest on
the basis of qualified or general suffrage, is
certainly a question of vital magnitude.

I am aware that the Reconstruction Acts
of Congress dire, t that suffrage shall be con-
ferred "upon all male citizens of the State
twenty one years old and upward, of what-
ever race, color, or previous condition, ex-

cept such as may be disfranchised for pat
ticipation in the rebellion, or felony at com-
mon law." aud gentlemen believing these
acts to be constitutional will, doubtless, feel
themselves bound by them. I hold them to
be unconstitutional, aud, therefore, not obli-

gatory upon me or upon the people of the
tate. So flagrant a violation ot the rights

of the State has never, in my judgment, been
perpetrated before by the Congress of tho
United States. Standing here, sir. as the
representative of my constituents, who by
their vote made known their opposition to
this Convention they belie ving, as 1 do, that
these acts of C. ingress are unconstitutional,
I hold myself bound only by the constitution
of the United States, anil the dictates of my
own judgment and conscience.

By t he Itli section of t he It h art i !e of t he
Constitution of the United States, it is pro-
vided that 'Tho United States shall guaran-
tee to eaeh of the States a republican form
of government." The form of government,
therefore, which we arc about to frame,
should be republican, as I certainly would
have it, were it left to my own fiee choice.
But to a republican form of government,
universal suffrage is not essential.

Nj republic has eer existed in which
there were not some disfranchised classes.
The most thorough Radical among us would
not give the ballot t'- - idiots, or to felons, or
to minors, or to women and the exclusion
of any one of thesis classes is sufficient to
prove my position that the elective .fran-chise-

a purely iventiona lright,regnlat d
witha view to e exclusion from the polls
of the greatest number of t hose who cannot
safely be admitted, and the admittance there-
to Of the greatest possible number of those
who are qualified to use the privilege ad-
vantageously to themselves and the whole
body politic. Limitation of suffrage is the
existing fact the extent of that limitation,
the only question.

It is not, pes heps, possible for man to tie-vis- e

a perfect rule upon this subject. He
must frame roles to operate aponetessrs, aud
in this way individuals may be denied privil-
eges, who are every way qualified for their
exercise, and others may be allowed them
who are totally unworthy. This is una-
voidable

There are alw ays except ions to general
rubs, yet the establishment of general rules
is necessary. That qualiti 1 suffrage is
consistent with "republics' a" governi mt,
in the sense in which that word was used
by the frsimers of the Constitution of the
United States, is clear from the considers
noil that only qualified suffrage existed in
I he States by which that liistrumeut was
adopted. On this subject, in the ablv writ
ten "Lite of James Madison," bv Wm. C.
Rive, of Virginia, there is si passage to which
I beg the attention ot tins bod v. In speak
lag of the condition of suffrage in tho States
w ben t he - ederal t onstttution was adopted
the author says: "The regulations which
then existed in the several States on the
subject of suffrage were of a very eonserva
tive character, and left but little, if any
loom for men of tho most sober opinions to
desire a change, even if sm interference of
the Federal authority had been considered
sidmissable in principle. In si very large
majority ot the states, the possession ot
moderate freehold estate, or its equivalent -;

personal property, was required as a qna
iication for the exercise of the right of si: "

frage : and in not one of them, it is believed
was universal suffrage, as Since practiced
then known. The wise men who framed tin
Constitution of the United States, believed
therefore, that they might safelv leave the
subject where tho peculiar delicacy of the
relations between the state and Federal
authorities, with regard to it, seemed to
require that it should be left in the hands
of the States. At the same time, in doin
so, they distinctly recognized the necessity
of "qualifications" lor the performance of
this primordial function of representative
government, as alike a principle and prac
tice of republican legislation in America
yualtjiea suttrage, in contradistinction to
universal suffrage, was thus consecrated, so
far as depended on them, as the basis of the
representative system of the United States
It did not enter into their imaginations to
conceive, that the day would ever come,
when, in the eager race of contendi ng i;irt ies
lor popuianry. eveiy practical landmark
which guarded the puntv and sanctitv of
the great franchise that gi ves direct ion as
well as motion to the political system, was
to be swept away.

The proposition is disputed by no one,
ttiat. in iraming a government, regardshould be had to the condition of the societ v

upon which it is to operate. That form of
government wtitcti is suited to one state of
society may not be suited to another, and
the most improved state of soeiet v is certain
Iv s! adapted to the mo-- t free go eminent,if it is not. indeed. the only state compatible
witu it. uat woiuu oe itiougnt ot a prop
osition seriously made to establish a renub
lican government on the basis of universal
suffrage, for Brazil or Mexico, or tho conti
nent of Africa T Does any. intelligent snao
believe that the population of these conn
tries are capable of maintaining a free, pop-
ular, representative government I Indeed,
the problem of the capacity of man for

under the most favorable
may well be regarded as still

uusolved. The States of the Union have all
been moving in the direction of universal
suffrage, and my deliberate judgment is,
that it wonld be better for every step that
has been taken in that direction to be-- re-

traced What but universal suffrage pre
cipitated the country into that gigantic civ-
il war, from the effects of which we are so
slowly recovering? And who cau believe
that if qualified suffrage were prevailing
throughout the Northern States, the condi-
tion o things which now exists at our Ra-
tional Capitol would V ve been witnessed I

Had I the power I would to-da- y restrict,sooner than extend, the right of 'suffrage as
it now exists iu nearly all of the States of
the I nion.

The people of this State numbered, ac-

cording to the census of 1860, 353,899 whites,
and 436,631 blacks, giving to the latter at
that time, a majority of83,79i The regis-tered vote of the State, under the Recon-
struction Acts of Congress, in round num-
bers, is abou t 60,000 whites and about 77,000
blacks, the latter thns the
former by 17.000. Now these races differ io
color, iu intelligence, in civilization, and iu
refinement; and moreover, for centuries theyhave sustained to each other the relation
of master an 1 slave, of superior and inferior.
From these causes, opinions, feelings and
prejudices have been growing up between
them which certainly do not favor their
now living together in harmony on a foot-in- g

of perfect equality. Even under moro

t .,.,.,, in - ki 1 r,this ooartesy 1 IIO V III""' ".
thanks.

N'KW OKL.KAXS, March lf. l.'ottton quiet,
demand moderate Sales ;:.MKl bales: mid-Beceipt- a,

3,157 bales; nodliiiL's. 2 k24! ic.
exports. Gold. H5i '

St. LOOTS, March 19 -- I iour super me.
r.nn a' T'orn inactive. .oiWc. UatS- --- -st uu.

P.,rlr 2424 40. Bacon buoyant;
i..,i.k.t 1 i, 'Irar sides Lard firmer

tSUOUIUUICt
ir- - a 15. Weather clear and cool,

cwnv.n March 19. The persons who
ok nod from the steamer Magnolia hence to

Maysville. speak of the explosion hy wnicn
killed as terrible. Some

the air. while otherswere bio vn high into
were blown into the river, others horribly
mang led, scalded, and burned to death on
the wreck.

It has been ascertained that eighty lives
were lost- -

Mr. Davis and family reached Ha-

vana on the 14th en route to Baltimore.

i bib: i:w tRiw moi si:.
(KAII.UOAI) .11 NOTION.

JACKSON. MISS.,

been leased by the undersigned,HAVING of rears, be would respectfully
inform the local and traveling public, and his
old friends &nd patron, that he is again fully
installed in the Hot 1 business, and that he
will spare no effort to make tfce Kdwarps'
Hot sK a place of popular resort The build-
ing w hich is new and spaeionrt, will be finish- -
ed as rapidiv as p is.-il.-le; and by Keeping the
table at all times supplied with the best the
country affords, hopes toattraci s liberal share
of patronage. A line of omnibu es will be
established between the Hotel and ihe iapitoL

The friends of Max. A. M Hawkkn, will
Bbhi him in the office of the Edwards' Uoue.

if. BILZHIKM,
niareh'iov.s Proprietor!.

to sell the Gem BefsorsAGKNTSCloth Hipper Combined. Sample
mailed on receipt of 40 e nt. lircnlar free.
A ( leneral Agent wanted for eaeh State,
All dress C. II. PA ESTER,

131 West 5th St.. Cincinnati, Ohio.

lac
OPTICIAN AND SPECTACLE M A K BR,

IS visiting this City again with a large as-
sortment of the IMPKOVKP PBUSCOPf!C

spec rsCMEB. made of th celebrated Pebble or
Crystal ized Quartz, the most perfect Bpectacle
Lens ever introduced.

All his glasses are ground in a coucave-ccn-ve- x

form, which is jn accordance with the phi-
losophy of Nature.

Being iu posses-io- n of the Optometer', most
perfect iiistriimi nt for determining the power
of the eye. Mr. 1.. has never yet failed In ad-

justing his glasses to the perfect satisfaction of
those having defective sight, as no optician i

able to give a perfect glass without the above
eye-measur-er.

Will remain in the city but two days, and
may be found at the residence of Mrs. Saun
ders on President street. jd

. liAPi',
i 1 Nnrgeou

JACKSON MISS.

KI'K'i: and Residence, Stat stn l, one
square north of the Capitol.Dr. Knapp has had over twenty yean expe-olici- ts

rience in the practice of Dentistry, and
the patronage of those who desire the most
skillful operations and the most nerfect .

J He has greatly reduced the fes for profession.
al services, and will receive in payment, cur-
rency , Convention, State and Countv warrants,march 1967.

SepeaEer Coiron SeeeL

WE are Agents for the sale of Mr. Itieh
Peeler's Cotton Seed. Mr. Peeler

is one of our old, reliable Mississippi Planters,who has, by his own labor, procured the be-- t
seed in ihe South. He obtained th two tirst
premiums for the best Cotton at the Louisiana
State Fair, and sold his cotton in New Or-
leans at 80 cents per pound 1 Samples can beseen at our office. Price reduced Irom sCi to

Pr buslw I. MA Nl.uVK A BOBABT.
Cotton Factors, and Dealers in Provisions.

Groceries, Etc., VTCKSBtJRQ. marlddwlm

ntOUBLE AJUAB.
CSTOLEN from the subscriber, near TugalooDepot, on the 14th last, a mouse coloredmare Mule, about S years old, I V . handshigh.small sore on back, marks of bUggV shafts onthe points of each shouider A liberal rewardWM be p-.i- on her return to inc. or informa-tion of her whereabouts.

m.iri!dlw I- -. M 1 DDI. ETON.
IVIi: COKH PLANTER.

J Sxvt''1- - 5? o1' I),x,!: CORN
They will be found to be a

Siw ibuui saving machine, and are especiallyrecommended to the tf l. omniuniiy.r oi saie oy ; v EWi iM EB.

0Nciha.c'!.',:i f;in 80J?mcnt ofGarden Tools,
r T ",a.r:!,wy"' '. Hames. collar,.

.TT ' "'" v'"' Ac, Ac. which I am
BdUngat prices to suit the timesmar i:o.im C. NEWC4 MEB.

?IU. EVTOi A C O.,
Millinery ,, rOS, .IinR.3 .vtsiin Street, .TIemplii, 1 4mi.WE have on ham 1 at all times, the latest" and select ofstyles Millim rv.Dresses made to order in the best mannerand most famiionable Btvle.

March 18, dim.

W ANTED EVERYWHERE AGENTSMale and female Sinn
month, to i,,f.. TiT: Jl : '

-- ?f"L J'wr

MArmvi" AMll'i SEWING
,

Price uly $18. This machinewill stif ' Mh tUck' biad' "raid, quilt2iSn4t?ri,1,0MM Peif manner:
clmmt t k7,1? f tailr WOrk' T,'- - Cloth

t t,le 8,e?n every quartet of an inch
vears7 ted for threeWe will pay the ubovo Balary dexpenses, or a commission from which

IUaiU' BUS& McFATHRovr
f . . Ky.

Uo ,,ot be lmnosednartie oi,.,; a-- I, ; i'"u by
chin A.i iron ma" oci mi- - same, name or otherwise.

bvn 1 OI aKenc.v. signedtJurs the only wnn no
e are t henviv in-- oi .

. ,; , ." ' ' ' I Ml ,111 I II 1

ted States.
-n- -ra iui iuejni- -

marchl7 d & w2m.

W Cirocory ana Ii--v i
N State street West side. tw,i .i

' aT. lof Tombi-b- ee street nVri SC
v i A

....w, always on hand. Those w-- , .- ,i. hi' Mir.uv. uesi ariicies. are i;;vit - v. s
i io can ami ex- -one quality and price lenns always

d3in. 3. W. BURNETT.

330 OOsTOLEN from t e subscriber,miles north-- w nt Il., livintr 71

night of the 8th iiiHt ', hoD?ift0n, th
four years of age 14 1- -1 nandsTilH

r i
mer' mane and tail trunuTed and

and douUe the Vl,TnIL 0t, "ld. nile,
the thief. S. GREEN W of

Jackson, March lltb,1868. dtf
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But apart from all other considerations,
the freedmen as a class are incompetent to
the safe exercise of the elective franchise to
the proper discharge of siny public duty
whatever. They are wit bout even the rudi-
ments of an education, or any mental culture
whatever; have no just conception of the
duties and responsibilities of tho voter: are
without experience as free agents, and whol
lv incapable of comprehending what consti-tu- t

iiualification and fitness tor tho public
service. Is not their incapacity to tsike
care of themselves, a fact conceded by the
Congress of the United States? No sooner
had emancipation occurred than they were
provided witk leaslly eonttii d mariiatu,
known as the Freedmeu's Br can, an insti
tntion the like of which was never, perhaps,
seen be 0, and which now costs the people
many r Lions of doUars annually. General
Grant stated In his late report as General,
and also as Secretary of War, that the ap-
propriations for the Freedmen's Bureau, for
the year ending Jane "2tli. 1868, were f ,

8011,000. The expenditure for the eleven
months from ( . t. 1st 1869, to August 3lst,
S67, were S3f0,000. Accompanying Gen

Grant's report is also one from Gen. Ord,
as commander of the 4th military district
In speak.ii g of the freedmen, Gen. Ord says:" Their intelligence is not sufficient to en
able them to combine for the execution of
. ."II lit xLtlieir win. aii ineir combinations are now
conducted by-

- white in. n under the protec-
tion of the military. " Gen. Gillem. the
chief of the bureau in this State, says :

There is a wide spread belief which is
daily increasing among the freedmen, that
the land of the State is to be divided and
distributed among them, and in some dis
tricts this illusion is assumiug a practical
form by the freedmen refusing to contrsict
for the next year, or to leave the prem ises
they have cultivated last year.'

Surely, sir. we have fallen upon evil times
when a class of persons who, because of
their ignorance, and incapacity to nan age
their own affairs, are adopted as Wards of
the govei timent. and supported, in part at.
bast, by appropriations from the national
treasury, are to be prematurely enfranchised,
and entrusted with the guardianship and
management of the affairs of those who are
greatly tlieir superiors in intellect, cultiva-tiou- .

civilisation, and aid of the qnaltiea es-

sential to capacity for the administration of!
civil povernuieiit.... . . ... .... i

It is eei tauiiV true that ttie condition ot j

the freedmen of the State is now much worse
than it was two yearsago. Their destitution
is gn-a- ; ei than ever before, and their indol-lenc- e

aud improvidence are such as would
excite our astonishment, did it not folly
accord with the past history of their nice.
Tho enterprising Englishman, Samuel
White Baker, who, after several years n

in the w ilds of Africa, has recently-succeede- d

in clearing up the mystery con-

cerning the sources of the Nile, says of the
African race, with which, in its native land,
he has become thoroughly conversant:

"So long as it is generally considered that
the negro aud tho white mau are fco be gov
erued by the same laws, and guided by the
same management, so long will the former
remain a thorn iu the side of every commu-

nity to which he may unhappily belong.
Wlien the horse aud the ass shall be found
to match in double harness, the white man
and the African black will pnll together
under the same regime. It is the g: and error
of equalizing that which is unequal, that
has lowered the negro character, aim maae
the black man a reproach.

"In the great svstem of creation that di
vided races and subdivided them according
to mvsterions laws, apportioning special
qualties to each, the varieties of the human
race exhibit certain characters and qualfica- -

tions which adapt them to specific localities.
The natural character of those races will not
alter with a change of locality, but tne in
stincts ofeach race will be developed in any
country where they may be located. Thus,
the Knirlish are as Eusrlish in Australia.
India, ando America as they are in Lngland, i

and in every locality they exhibit the in--;
dustry of their native land; even so the
African will remain negro in all his natural '

T. 8. WILLIAM- -.

General Superiutendent.
High ( ot n ok Errors ani, apiTHE STATK OK M - m

Eebruarv
O'i nThat a BpsJlal Ten
atTthe Y.n !rt 01 Errors ltnd Appeals!,
tbeflrJt rtl 00,11 tae Citv of J

which timniay; the Sthday of A il. l

dockets of Lid Court will .f
he'irin7,P a"4.th uses then on. call,

disposition in their reulai
TJROS. SHACKLE F 'Kl'.

Chief Justice.
E. G. I'EYTON,E. JEFFORDS.

Associate Justices- -

. X. jr. MITCHELL.
ITAVING returned to this place oflu

prolessional service to the citizei
Jackson and v icinHy.Especial attention paid to surgical cases.

Office over Mr. Sidway's Store.lmd


